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Europe

[1202] In respect of those designations in which a Euro-
pean Patent is sought a sample of the deposited microor-
ganism will be made available until the publication of the
mention of the grant of the European patent or until the date
on which the application has been refused or withdrawn or
is deemed to be withdrawn, only by the issue of such a
sample to an expert nominated by the person requesting the
sample (Rule 28(4) EPC).

Canada

[1203] The applicant requests that, until either a Canadian
patent has been issued on the basis of an application or the
application has been refused, or is abandoned and no longer
subject to reinstatement, or is withdrawn, the Commissioner
of Patents only authorizes the furnishing of a sample of the
deposited biological material referred to in the application to
an independent expert nominated by the Commissioner, the
applicant must, by a written statement, inform the Interna-
tional Bureau accordingly before completion of technical
preparations for publication of the international application.

Norway

[1204] The applicant hereby requests that the application
has been laid open to public inspection (by the Norwegian
Patent Office), or has been finally decided upon by the
Norwegian Patent Office without having been laid open
inspection, the furnishing of a sample shall only be effected
to an expert in the art. The request to this effect shall be filed
by the applicant with the Norwegian Patent Office not later
than at the time when the application is made available to the
public under Sections 22 and 33(3) of the Norwegian Patents
Act. If such a request has been filed by the applicant, any
request made by a third party for the furnishing of a sample
shall indicate the expert to be used. That expert may be any
person entered on the list of recognized experts drawn up by
the Norwegian Patent Office or any person approved by the
applicant in the individual case.

Australia

[1205] The applicant hereby gives notice that the furnish-
ing of a sample of a microorganism shall only be effected
prior to the grant of a patent, or prior to the lapsing, refusal
or withdrawal of the application, to a person who is a skilled
addressee without an interest in the invention (Regulation
3.25(3) of the Australian Patents Regulations).

Finland

[1206] The applicant hereby requests that, until the appli-
cation has been laid open to public inspection (by the
National Board of Patents and Regulations), or has been
finally decided upon by the National Board of Patents and
Registration without having been laid open to public inspec-
tion, the furnishing of a sample shall only be effected to an
expert in the art.

United Kingdom

[1207] The applicant hereby requests that the furnishing of
a sample of a microorganism shall only be made available to
an expert. The request to this effect must be filed by the
applicant with the International Bureau before the comple-
tion of the technical preparations for the international pub-
lication of the application.

Denmark

[1208] The applicant hereby requests that, until the appli-
cation has been laid open to public inspection (by the Danish
Patent Office), or has been finally decided upon by the
Danish Patent office without having been laid open to public
inspection, the furnishing of a sample shall only be effected
to an expert in the art. The request to this effect shall be filed
by the applicant with the Danish Patent Office not later that
at the time when the application is made available to the
public under Sections 22 and 33(3) of the Danish Patents
Act. If such a request has been filed by the applicant, any
request made by a third party for the furnishing of a sample
shall indicate the expert to be used. That expert may be any
person entered on a list of recognized experts drawn up by
the Danish Patent Office or any person by the applicant in
the individual case.

Sweden

[1209] The applicant hereby requests that, until the appli-
cation has been laid open to public inspection (by the
Swedish Patent Office), or has been finally decided upon by
the Swedish Patent Office without having been laid open to
public inspection, the furnishing of a sample shall only be
effected to an expert in the art. The request to this effect shall
be filed by the applicant with the International Bureau before
the expiration of 16 months from the priority date (prefer-
ably on the Form PCT/R0O/134 reproduced in annex Z of
Volume 1 of the PCT Applicant’s Guide). If such a request
has been filed by the applicant any request made by a third
party for the furnishing of a sample shall indicate the expert
to be used. That expert may be any person entered on a list
of recognized experts drawn up by the Swedish Patent Office
or any person approved by a applicant in the individual case.

Netherlands

[1210] The applicant hereby requests that until the date of
a grant of a Netherlands patent or until the date on which the
application is refused or withdrawn or lapsed, the microor-
ganism shall be made available as provided in the 31F(1) of
the Patent Rules only by the issue of a sample to an expert.
The request to this effect must be furnished by the applicant
with the Netherlands Industrial Property Office before the
date on which the application is made available to the public
under Section 22C or Section 25 of the Patents Act of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands, whichever of the two dates
occurs earlier.
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